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Twin Cities Regional Group Information 

The Rumble Sheet is the official publication of the Twin 
Cities Regional Group #46 (TCRG) of the Early Ford V-
8 Club of America and is sent to all current members 
and advertisers.  TCRG is chartered by the Early Ford V
-8 Club of America, and is a non-profit corporation in 
the state of Minnesota, dedicated to the preservation of 
Ford Motor Company vehicles and related historical 
materials from the era of the flathead V-8 engines, in-
cluding all Fords, Mercury's and Lincolns so equipped 
from 1932 through 1953. 

Club Address 

P.O. Box 20236, Minneapolis, MN  55420 

Meetings Membership meetings of the 
TCRG are held at 7:00 p.m. on the first 
Wednesday of almost every month at a site 
announced in the Rumble Sheet.  Change of   
time or site will also be announced in the 
Rumble Sheet. 
Membership Membership dues for the 
TCRG are $25 per calendar year.  Member-
ship in the Early Ford V-8 Club of America 
(the National Club) is a membership re-
quirement of the Twin Cities Regional 
Group. 
Submitting Material Please send all mate-
rials for publication to Bill  Gillies , 1736 
Crystal Ave., Arden Hills, MN 55112 or E-
mail wlgillies48@gmail.com.  Rumble 
Sheet material deadline is the 15th of the 
month.  E-mail body content (not attach-
ment) is preferred. 
Advertising Classified ads are free to 
TCRG  members, and will run for three 
consecutive months.  Display ads (business 
card size) will run for 12 issues at a cost of 
$30.  Check under ad for last appearance. 
Website TCRG can be visited online at 
www.tcrgv8club.org 

Twin Cities Regional Group 2022 Board of Directors 

President    Mike Erickson   320-396-2473 
Vice President    Kent Tabako   763-755-7535    
Secretary    Gary Rosenberger  651-451-2937  
Treasurer    Bill Gay   651-645-9260 
Editor     Bill Gillies     651-633–1564 
Membership    Gordy Ditmanson  651-646-8103 
Sunshine Lady    Cathy Tabako   763-755-7535 
Archives    OPEN     
Media Director   Ron Long   651-714-2740 
Webmaster    Lynn Erickson   320-396-2473 
Current Board Members   Joel Bergstrom   651-631-0091 
     Ron Christensen  763-208-2244  
     Tom Murray   651-699-1893 
     Steve Seidel   763-434-7848 
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Happy Birthday   GEEZER BREAKFAST 
3rd Thursday of the Month 

   Looking Ahead- Membership  
Meeting   

February 3  Mike Mickelson 

February 4   Joe Walczak 

February 5  Sally Anderson 

February 6  Francis Kalvoda      

February 7  Werner Langenbach 

February 9   Chuck Granlund 

February 13  Ron Christensen   

February 19  Dave Braun 

February 19  Jeanne Hillstrom  

February 26  Gary Rosenberger 

           February President's Message  

I am writing this president’s message from sunny Mesa, Arizona!  Lynn and I donned our N95 masks and 
flew down to help my dad celebrate his 89th birthday as he became a snowbird for the first time this 
year.  Today, we drove sixty miles south to visit the Dwarf Car Museum near Maricopa-in the middle of no-
where in the desert.  On display were about thirteen dwarf cars including a 1934 Ford as well as other Ford 
models.  These cars were all hand made-top to bottom including the stainless steel trim.  It was quite inter-
esting to speak with the man that built them.  They were all fabricated by hand in the shop by the muse-
um.  Some were even street legal and others were used for racing.  In addition to the dwarf cars, he had a 
large toy collection, lots of trophies and “junk” (Lynn’s word!) hanging from the walls and sitting outside.  It 
was a very interesting attraction and if you are ever in the area, I would suggest you stop in.  As for Arizona, 
I could never live here…. Not enough white pines, green grass or snow!  Looking forward to returning to 
MN to do some more ice fishing and planning for V8 tours for the group, attending the Eastern National tour 
in Franklin, Tennessee in June and the National driving tour in Milwaukee, Wisconsin in August.  Time to 
get that “to-do” list out and start working on it so the car is ready to go when the snow is gone. 

Mike Erickson, President  
 
 
 
Dear  TCRG Member, 
After considerable thought and review of the current/ongoing COVID pandemic situation, the Board of Di-
rectors has decided it would be in the best interest of our members to cancel the scheduled 2022 Winter Par-
ty on January 16. Tom Murray will be returning your check and we will look at rescheduling this when the 
situation has improved. Thank you and stay healthy,    
Mike Erickson, President 

 
No February Meeting! 

 

Louisiana Café 
Selby and Dale 
9 AM 
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2022 Great Race Comes To MN 

The 2022 Great Race sponsored by Hemmings, Hagerty and Coker Tire will be traveling through both Wis-
consin and Minnesota this coming June. 

On Friday June 24th, the Race will be having a lunch break at North Bridge Street in Chippewa Falls, Wis-
consin and then end the day at Bayfront Festival Park in Duluth Minnesota.  They will then depart Saturday 
June 25th from Bayfront Festival Park on their way to the lunch break at Brainerd International Raceway.  I 
am not sure if spectators will be allowed into the track, but you can certainly see the participants while in Du-
luth. 

  

What a great way to get to see the entrants of the Great Race as they head toward their end point in Fargo, 
North Dakota. 
Bruce Nelson 
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Diagnose Don’t Guess    

I seem to be the creator of my own problems.  
2013 and preparation for the 2013 Grand National Meet in Tahoe, 
Ca. I  installed a new rebuilt motor in the two door with plans to 
break it in on the trip. In driving the car around the area it just 
didn’t seem to run right for my satisfaction. The shop that rebuilt 
the engine said vacuum leak, what does he know as this was his 
first rebuild of a flathead. Two weeks before departure I put the 
old engine back in the car. It ran flawlessly. 
The Columbia decided to quit working in California but no prob-
lem running on the stock 3-78 rear-end.  
The Problem created by me, I used a cable and Model A brake 
light switch to control the Columbia. The cable stretched just 
enough  to make it not stay on the high side. 
After returning home I switched back to the new engine. Second 
problem, in tightening the intake manifold the socket would inter-
fere with the manifold thus thinking the bolt was tight it was not. 

This was 
my prob-
lem the 
first time, I had a vacuum leak. 
The bugs are out and the car ran beautifully, North-
ern Michigan, Springfield, Ill and I don’t know 
where all. 
In 2020 Mary and I were returning from somewhere 
and we could hear a little click in the driveline. It 
would go away when the clutch was depressed. One 
time, I remember,  when I got the car out and drove 
it around the neighborhood, at a stop sign the engine 
coughed, caught and spun the rear wheels. I thought 
that put enough stress on the drive line to cause a 
problem. 

  Time passes and the click gets a little louder, now you can hear it in first and second gear. At idle no noise. 
In 2021 I think I have to find this noise. I take the side plate off the transmission and look at all the gears. 
Nothing!   
Now it’s fall and I’d better find out what’s wrong before the cold weather sets in. 
I figure it must be in the Columbia and the sound is coming up the torque tube. I 
remove the Columbia and the transmission. I look at the transmission again, it 
looks good. The u-joint is tight. The drive line and torque tube look good.  
I have another rebuilt rear end, so I put that in, and put it all back together. 
Last problem, the noise is still there! Now don’t feel sorry for me as I only have 
hearing in one ear so I can not tell where sound is coming from. I take the car to 
a mechanic friend for a ride. He says I don’t know anything about these old mo-
tors. After the ride he says the noise is in the motor! 
How can that be?? The engine only has 8,156 miles on it, it carries great oil  
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pressure, never overheats, starts and runs strong. My friend Kent and I run it in the garage and when number 
one plug wire is pulled the engine gets quiet.  
I put the car in the heated garage and pull the pan. The bearing under number 1 is scored. Number 5 is like 
new. The crank is good, I had the rod checked by the engine builder. He cleaned it up and said it was good. I 
took it to another friend and he said it was good after checking it on a ford fixture. I got some Ford 20 under 
bearings off EBay and they slide in the rod. So now to crawl back under the car and start reassembly. 
I hope, at 81,  I have enough energy to put the Columbia back in.  Editor 

 As you know or may not know, I have been the ‘voice’ for the New Brighton Car Show & Swap Meet 
for a few years.  It may have to do with me having the Club’s trailer on my property, and feeling the responsi-
bility to grab the reins and go with it, or maybe it is my involvement with the Stockyard Days Committee.  
Vote for one, two or all of the above. 
 Last year we (both sponsoring Clubs) decided to postpone having the event due to the uncertainty of 
the pandemic.  When it seemed safe to go ahead with it, it was almost too late to get the word out and hope it 
was successful.  I personally believe the Clubs made the right decision. 
 This year will be our 35th (postponed from 2021) year.  And, once again there are circumstances that 
make hosting it an issue that needs to be addressed.  First, there is that pandemic that just won’t go away.  Sec-
ond, the National Thunderbird Club is having their International Meet in Kansas City MO the weekend of 
Stockyard Days.  The local chapter, Thunderbird Midwest is one of the three co-hosts of the Meet, so that 
means about 10 of their key couples will be in Kansas City.  Third, I own a Thunderbird and I am registered to 
attend the International in KC.  So, I won’t be here for either Stockyard Days or the Car Show. 

 So, what is our plan?  First it is getting time to announce events for the summer of 2022, including the 
online announcement.  Second, if it does happen, New Brighton Ford needs to be approached about sponsor-
ing the trophies ($650 donation).  Third, someone has to raise their hand to fill in for me.  I have created a 
three page operational task list of items that need to be done – before, during and after the show.  (Hint: one of 
the requirements is setting the alarm for 4:30 am on Sunday morning of the show.)  Anyone that wants to see 
the list just let me know and I will send it to you. 
 So here we are.  Do we want a New Brighton Car Show and Swap Meet for August 14, 2022 – or not.  
I wouldn’t bring this up, if I was going to be here, but the Thunderbird needs one more 1st Award in its class. 
 I have not heard a definite response from Thunderbird Midwest about their feelings on participating 
with so many of their members being gone.           
Bruce Nelson 

New Brighton Car Show & Swap Meet – Yea or Nay? 
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The St. Peters burg, Florida coliseum was built in 1926, and promoted as the finest ballroom east of Chicago. 
By the late 1980's, it had lost its luster. The city spent two million dollars to return it to its former glory. 
Grand re-opening night was to be a tribute to Harry James and the Andrews Sisters. The building would ac-
commodate 2000, but for this evening it would be limited to 800 to allow for tables and a dancing area. When 
we went to get our tickets, we were asked if we would bring our 1937 Ford Club Cabriolet to help set the 
mood for the evening. The night of the show they parked us on the sidewalk at the base of the entrance stairs. 
As cars arrived to unload this mostly group of older people, it was interesting to just stand back and listen as 
they guessed the year. Many pictures were taken with the car, it was like they were seeing an old friend. 

When the music started, there was just one man and myself left. "Is this your car?" he asked. A "1937 Ford 
was responsible for my career." "That's a story I want to hear." I replied. He spread his arms about sixteen to 
eighteen inches wide. "I saw a new 1937 Ford Phaeton pass through town one day and it was the most beauti-
ful car I have ever seen. I made a model of it, I was a senior in high school." The shop teacher said: You have 
to take this to the Ford Motor Company and show them. 

"We lived in northern Ohio, South of Detroit, so I did. I was led up to Style and Design, when they asked 
when do you graduate, I replied, June. They said you have a job here." When I asked him, "Did Bob Gregorie 
hire you," he answered "yes", and expressed surprise that I knew that name. We exchanged cards, and agreed 
to meet again. 

NEXT MONTH 

We will learn his name, 

What did Edsel ask him to do several times? 

What did Henry ask to do with the model when he saw it? 

During the 40 years with Ford, what year was he the most proud of? We will see that remarkable model of 
the 1937 Ford , how did he make it and what was it made of? 

Paul Oman Reveals One of His Many Stories 
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Dwarf cars Mike Saw in Arizona  
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Support our Advertisers! 

Dwayne Hickman, Aka Dobie Gillis died at age 87. From the time he was on TV until a few years ago, I was 
called, and went by the name, Dobie Gillies same  pronunciation. Maybe when BJ died the name faded.  
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Twin Cities Regional Group 
Early Ford V-8 Club of America 
P.O. Box 20236 
Minneapolis, MN  55420 

 

 


